
 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal System 
 

Direct Surrounding 

 
 

Indian Social Context 

 
 

Family 
• Family/Family In Law 
• Endorsing  gender roles 
• Decision Making/Party 

Meeting/Decision Voting Party/ 
Political Talk/Stree Shakti Group 

 Personal Feelings 
• No time for politics 
• Women are not in freedom 
• No freedom for children 
• Under pressure 

Political Actors  
• Stree Shakti Groups 

Members/Panchayat Members/ 
Party Leaders/Party Candidates 

• Overlap with Family Members 

Community Actors 
• Friends/ Neighbors/Community 

Leaders/Other Community 
Members 

• Canvassing/Party Work/ 
Decision Voting Party 

Physical Surrounding 
• Television, newspaper, posters, 

rickshaw 
• Side effects free activities 

Socioeconomic Characteristics  

• Profession/(Home) Job/(Family) 
Income/House/Land/Education/ 
Age/Caste/Religion/Area   

Decision Making  
• Not taking 

decisions/smaller 
decisions 

• Own Decision/All 
Family Members 
Together/Entire Village 

• Guided to vote 

Woman’s Political 
Participation & 

Learning 
• (no) participation 

discussion/canvassing/p
resence party 
meeting/(no) contact 
officials/helped 
neighbours personally/ 
(not) voting/(no) 
member Stree Shakti 
Group 

• Wants to 
• During Election Time 
• Inside/outside house 

Social Networks & Capital 

• Strong Ties: Family Members/ 
Close Friends/Stree Shakti Group 
Members 

• Weak ties: Parents’ Family/Friends 

Personal Beliefs 
• Male better than women 

for politics 
• Women have no time 
• Women can participate 

Social 
Struggles  

Social-Cultural System 
• Women housewife 
• Head family male 
• Women asking permission vs. 

decision-making together 
• Male bounded society 

 

Religion & Caste 
• Women do not speak with 

men 
• God will help  

• Reproductive Order 

Physical Place 
• Caste/Religion same street 

vs. mixed streets 
• Physical Distance facilities 
• Social Distance Officials 

 

Legal Regulations 
• Identity card 
• Voting Power 
• Ration card 
 

Personal Interests 

• Interest vs. no interest in 
politics 

Personal Knowledge  
• Knowledge 

parties/elections/Stree 
Shakti Groups/ Health 

• Know members 
• Family Knowledge 

Feedback loops of 
Learning & Change 

Interference 

Figure 6.1 The inductive model for the process of political participation of 

lower-educated Hindu and Muslim women in Northern Karnataka, India 


