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Appendix I 

 
 

Interview questions 
 

 

Interview with Susannah Levine from Business and Professional People for the Public 

Interest on 21
st
 November, 2007. 

 

Questions: 

 

1. What is your role in the Illinois affordable housing mandate? 

2. Do you think the mandate will work? 

3. Do you think the goals of the mandate are realistic? 

4. Is the mandate a good method to change the attitude of prosperous suburban 

municipalities towards affordable housing? 

5. How do you encourage local governments to develop affordable housing? 

6. Do you think local governments, like the municipalities that are non-compliant to the 

mandate are active to develop affordable housing? 

7. Do you know if there is resistance or negative thinking towards the mandate or 

affordable housing in general? 

8. Do local officials and/or residents of (non-compliant) suburbs say that that property 

values may drop because of the development of affordable housing? 

9. Have you faced problems when local governments use exclusionary zoning to exclude 

the development of affordable housing, and if yes in which suburban communities? 

10. The suburb Wilmette defends home-rule authority saying that the state has no 

authority to impose a planning mandate on Wilmette. What is your opinion about this? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Interview with Charles Hoch of College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs at the 

University of Illinois at Chicago on October 10th 2007. 

 

Questions 

 
1. Do you think the Illinois mandate will work? 

2. Can the state force the municipalities to comply to the mandate? 

3. Is it possible for local officials to ignore the mandate? 

4. Do you know if every non-compliant municipality has made an affordable housing 

plan following the mandate? 

5. Do you think inclusionary zoning will result in higher dwelling prices? 

6. Do you think city officials will change their approach towards affordable housing? 

7. Which municipalities are determined as home rule municipalities and what does this 

mean for the mandate? 

8. Do you thinks property values will drop because of the development of affordable 

housing? 

9. Do you think suburban municipalities will be active in developing affordable housing? 

10.  Will subsidies further stimulate city officials to develop affordable housing, because a 

mandate alone may not be enough? 

11. Is more state control necessary because city officials will look to their best benefit to 

keep higher incomes and city officials may use exclusionary zoning? 

 



 

Interview with Nick Brunick  from Applegate & Thorne-Thomsen, P.C.  on 21
st
 

November, 2007 

 

 

      Questions 

 

       1.  How was the Affordable Housing Planning and Appeal Act established? 

 

       2.  What is your opinion about the mandate? 

 

       3.  Do you think the mandate will work and if not how can it be successful? 

 

4. Is a mandate a good method to change the attitude of prosperous suburban    

municipalities towards affordable housing? 

 

5. Do you know the Massachusetts’  Comprehensive Permit and Zoning Appeals Act   

and what can the Illinois Act learn from it? 

 

6. What is the relationship between the state and the communities? 

 

Questions about Illinois Housing Council (IHC)   
 

6. Do you think the non-compliant suburban communities are willing to cooperate to 

develop affordable housing? 

 

7.   Do you know if there is resistance from local governments towards affordable housing 

and could you give an example? 

 

8.   Have you faced problems when local governments use exclusionary zoning to exclude 

the development of affordable housing, and if yes in which suburban communities? 

 

9.  Has IHC developed plans to built affordable housing in non-compliant municipalities? 

 

10.  Do you work together with other developers and/or organizations to encourage the 

development of affordable housing? 

 

12. Do you think home-rule can be problem when non-compliant municipalities  which 

are home-rule argue that the mandate doesn’t apply to them or do you think act can 

overrule the zoning ordinances and policies of these municipalities? 

 

 



 

Interview with Margaret Feit Clarke from Interfaith Housing Center of the Northern 

Suburbs on 30
th

 October, 2007 

 

Questions 

 

1. What is the role of your organisation in the affordable housing mandate? 

2. Do you think the mandate will work? 

3.   Do you feel resistance from city officials towards the mandate? 

4.  Opponents of affordable housing are afraid house values will drop in value. Do you 

agree? 

5. Do you work together with suburban communities to develop affordable housing? 

6. Do you face problems when suburban communities use exclusionary zoning to 

exclude the development affordable housing, and if yes in which suburban 

communities? 

7. Do you think the communities do to little in providing affordable housing? 

 

 



 

Interview with Mary Smith from the City of Highland Park on 30
th

 October, 2007 

 

Questions 

1. How is your government organised? 

2. What is your relationship with the state of Illinois? Problems etc.  

3. Do you think the mandate will work? 

4. How can the mandate be successful? 

5. Do you have partnerships with other communities for  

developing affordable housing? 

6. Are residents resistant to affordable housing? 

7. Is there competition between your suburb and other suburbs to attract residents? 

8. What is the role of Highland Park Housing Commission in developing affordable 

housing? 

9. Do you think you can encourage developers to develop affordable housing? 

10. Do the residents have influence on the planning decisions, because your municipality 

is not so big? 

11. Do you think the goals of the mandate are realistic? 

12. Is Highland Park built as a suburb of Chicago? 

13. Why is Highland Park so active in building affordable housing?  

14. Will the mandate result in more awareness from the local governments to facilitate 

more affordable housing? 



Interview with Alan Quick from the Illinois Housing Development Authority on 28
th

 

November, 2007. 
 

Questions: 

       

      1. What is your role in the Illinois affordable housing mandate? 

2. Which non-compliant suburban municipalities are (very) resistant to the mandate? 

3. Is more state influence on local level necessary, because city-officials will look for 

their best benefit to keep higher incomes? 

4.   How do you monitor the progress of the municipalities in providing affordable 

housing? 

5. Why don’t the suburban municipalities get funded by the state to develop affordable    

housing? 

6.  What is your opinion about the mandate? 

      7. Do you think the mandate will work? 

8. Is the mandate a good method to change the attitude of prosperous suburban 

municipalities towards affordable housing? 

9.   Is the state going to help local municipalities with technical assistance in preparing  

plans to comply to the mandate? 

10.   What is your relationship with the non-compliant suburbs in the Chicago 

Metropolitan Area? 

11. How do you think the mandate will encourage the non-compliant municipalities to  

develop affordable housing? 

      12. Can you force a suburban municipality to comply to the mandate?       

13. Do you have sanctions if a municipality is ignoring the mandate and what kind of 

penalties do you have if a suburb ignores the mandate, like Park Ridge that didn’t 

made plan?      

14. Do you have problems with communities which use home-rule? 

15. Can local government use the home- rule argument by saying that with their certain 

degree of independency  we can ignore the mandate and is that legitimate? 

16. Do you expect lawsuits when communities don’t have a plan and developers will go 

appeal? 

 

 



Appendix II 

 
Non Exempt Local Governments 

 

 

Source: Illinois Housing Development Authority, 2007 

 

 

 


